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Acknowledgement of where I 
live and work
I live and work in the traditional, historical, 
and contemporary lands of the Dakota 
people. I am obligated to build relationships 
with Dakota and other Indigenous people of 
the region and to support their goals for 
natural resource management. I teach about 
and research tribal forest management so 
others can so as well. This is one of the 




1. Overview on Tribal Lands
2. History of Sustainable 
Forestry in the USA
3. Reflections on building 
bridges with tribes
4. Questions and Discussion
American Indian 
Forestry
• 574 Federally Recognized 
Tribes
• 302 have significant 
Forestlands
• 18 million acres (7.3 million ha)
• Tribes managed their lands to 
meet many goals for 
generations
• Managed many changes
• All tribes are different: separate 
nations, cultures and history


Materials for cultural activities; 
economics; hunting and 
fishing; spiritual and religious 
ceremonies; access to sacred 
sites.




• Ancestral land -14.5 
million acres
• Indigenous to 
Wisconsin
Menominee Nation
Menominee Reservation is 
235,000 acres and 95% forested.
From the time of the 1854 treaty until today, the 
Menominee have cut timber from their forest.




“Start with the rising sun 
and work toward the 
setting sun, but take only 
the mature trees, the sick 
trees, and the trees that 
have fallen.  When you 
reach the end of the 
reservation, turn and cut 
from the setting sun to the 


















Forests and Forest Management are 
part of Menominee Identity

Building Partnerships With Tribes
Multiple Levels of Partnerships
Kawe Gidaa-Naanaagadawendaamin
Manoomin
First We Must Consider the Wild Rice


Perspectives on partnership 
and collaboration from the 
Manoomin Project
Partnership Building Strategy #1




• Respect tribal 
knowledge
• Respect tribal labor
• Respect tribal goals
Partnership Building Strategy #3
Formal Agreements – Leaders









We are all related. Plants and animals are relatives.
Think about what it means to be relatives
Conclusions
• All land was tribal land
• Sustainable forestry started with 
Menominee
• Each tribe is different
• Building relationships is key
• Tribes play an important and innovative 
role in 21st Century problem solving
• Justice for tribes involves listening, 
understanding, and working for tribal goals
Migwetch!
mdockry@umn.edu
